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Extract of„noj;es from Ministry of Home Affairs file 14 




Notes from page onwards may kindly be seen. 

It may please be seen therefrom th t our L&T Division, 
i to whom this file was referred on 31.8186, suggested that 
it will not advisable to enter into any further 
correspondence with Shri Chandra on the subject. 

It may bs mentioned that one Shri C ,C . C hatter JI of 

" | 

Kali Niwas, Narahi, Lucknow, had written to us as 
follows in his letter dated 2.1.1964| 

^ 1 1 

•In this regard it is our considered opinion that 
it would be tetter if, in the first instance, a 
Committee of eminent Juiges and Jurists in India 
te appointed to go into all the aspects of the 
Judgement of the International Court which had 
declared Netaji as a war criminal in Tokto and 
suhalttd their opinion to the Goverment for the 
decision of the Parliament, if this J udgament shoul 
should be enforced on a sovereign state which was 
not a party to it at the time, more so when this 
Judgement itself had a dissentient note”. 

At that time a simple acknowledgement was sent 
to Shri G hatter Ji. Later , on receipt of another 
communication from Shri Chatter Ji, our file was referred 
to L&-T Division on 6.8.66, for comments on Shri 
C hatter Ji* s remarks. LScT Division stated thereon that 
1 it does not appear to be necessary to give any comaents 
at this stage”. These remarks were made known to the 
Ministry of Home Affairs vide notes on page 9 ante. 


'ft 1 1 


The Ministry of Home Af fairs have again sent this 
file to us with a view to ascertain "wherther ..... •• 

Netaji Bose was one of the convicts of war as decided 
by the International Court and whether he was enlisted 
as a p.Q.W. ”* We may refer these papers again to the 
L&T Division for comments on this query. 

US(EA) may kindly see with reference to his 
orders on prepage. 


Sd/- 

16/11 




Division 


Sd/- 

16 / 1/57 


LBG& AND TBEATIES_niVlSiaN 


Refs Note above. 

We have no information on the query raised above 
in this Division. Ministry of Defence may kindly supply 
the information to the querty in thenote above* 




Sd/-K.K,C hopra 
Law Officer 
20 , 1.67 



From pre-page i 


v 


ttSL ■ 1 

Min. of Defence 




East Asia Division 


Spoken to Us(EA) with reference to L&T Divisions 
note above. 

The Ministry of Defence, to whom these papers 
were referred by Ministry of Home Affairs, have 
already stated, vide notes on pages 0*4 and <9 ante tha 
they have no information as to whether Netaji subhash 
Chandra Bose was declared a Prisoner cf War. 

As directed, these papers may be refferredfco 
the Ministry of Law for comments on M.H.A.'s cpaery 
at 1 A* a&eve , Our file No. 1 0/551/1/6 6M has been 
removed. 


Sd/- 

27/1 


ms AX 


Sd/- 

28/1/67 


Mjft^lPall-H) 

Ministry of Law 

MEA.U.0.No.739/fi AD/67 of 30/1/67 


.^i. Aa. 

Poll II Sec. 

' r- ‘ 9 

Ref. Notes from p. & ante 

We may refer these papers to the Ministry of 
Law for any in formation /views they mi ghfc have on 
the alleged judgment of the International Court 
wherein Netafe have been declared a war criminal . 


Sd/- 

4.2.67 


Sd/- 

4/2/67 




Ministry of haw (Shri T . V. Menon) 

F.30/5 7661 7.2.67. 


NOTES IN THE MINISTRY OF LAW 
( DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRS ) 

ADVICE (B) 

We have no materials to consider the poir^t\ 
raised above. 

S d/-K. P • S ar o 3 ini 
7-3/2-1367. 
Asst. Legal Adviser. 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Ministry of 


Ministry of Law u.o Na , 

• W °* 44 7/67/Ad 


Wee (BJO/9.2.67. i 


* 









& 



- 3 - 


(% 


Ministry of Home Affairs 


Political II Section 
Bef* Notes from page 10 ante, 



It hasnot teen possible to get any authentic 
information confirming tte report that Netaji Bose 
was declared a War Criminal or a PoW. The Ministry of 
External Affairs have not indicated the result of 
whether these Intend to verify the statement of 
Shri Chatter 3 i that in a judgment of the International 
Court Netaji Bose was declared a War Criminal, 

That Ministry may please see again for comments. 


Sd/- 
18. 2. 67. 


Sd/- 

18.2.67. 


Sd/- 

18/2 


osrtM 


ME A ( Shri B.P. Agarwal, US) 

F *30/6/66 . 21.2.67. 


M.E.A. 


Sd/- 

2l/3 


L&T Division may kindly see for comments with 
reference to M.H.A.'s note above, L&T Divisions 
note on page 11 ante refer#. 


Sd/- 

22/2 




Attache (BZ ) 

D.S. may kindly see. 

Sd/-22/2 

D-S.(E* V 
L&?T( Division-^ 


As directed by DS&A) , we have studied the 
book entitled "Springing Tiger". This book does 
not contain an answer to the question whether 
Netajl was declated a P.O.W. 


DS$RA) may kindly see for further instructions. 


%: 


AttacjfefeA ) 

DsJsA) 


If a book like this written V an Englishman who 
would have no ibentive to suppress' a fadt of this 
nature omits to" mention that Netaji was declared a _ 
war criminal we could assume that no such declaration w 
was made since he was deemed to be dead. Another 
factor which is relevant is that even the I.N.A. 
officers tried in India were tried according to 
Indian Municipal Law and not by any war crluJes 
tribunal, which probably dealt with only nationals 
of Axis powers. Peter Laurel etc. were, as far s 
I remember, not considered war criminals but 

travelled to France. 


, 4 /- 



- 4 - 


From pre-pagei - 

X shall be grateful If the Historical Division 
gives its comments on the query# 

Sd/-A#K.Damodaran 

9/3/67 


pasa) 




Ministry of External, Affairs 
(Historical Division) 


With the materials of our disposal, we don*t 
find any authentic information confirming tte 
report that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was 
declared a war ato criminal or POW# It is difficult 
to ascertain whether Netaji was declared so in 
Tokyo trial after the 2nd World War# L&T Division 
has no information in th’ft regard# 

In a book entitled "Liu Po*Cheng or NetajI M 
written by Shiv Prasad Nag it has been mentioned 
that Govt# of India informed Netaji Enquiry Committee 
that Subhas Chandra Bose was never declared a War 
Criminal. The book further mentions a statement by 
a high police officer of Calcutta that Mahatma 
Gandhi in 1946 made the British expunge Netaji* s 
name from their list# From this it is not clear 
whether he was declared or not# 

We would suggest that, if possible, this 
information may be obtained from Netaji Research 
Bureau, 38/2 Elgin Road, Calcutta -20# We agree with 
the above observations of DS$EA) • 

Sd/-G#N#Kaul 
7/4/67# 


S#H#0# 


Ba st Asia Registry (Mi»s Brflanll_ 

Bast Asia Division 


• • • ■ * 


Spoken to US(EA)# 

1 1 is not advisable to approach the Netaji 
Research Bureau, Calcutta, in the matter# 

*"'* t f '• v - V > 

U.N. Division m»y kindly see andlet us know 
whether Netaji was declared a War Criminal or 
P.O.W. ty the United Nations War Crime* Commission, 
This information may be obtained from our 
Permanent Mission in New York, if it is not 
available with the U.N# Division# 


V StE A J.-- 
U.N.I Divn# 


PI. spk# 


Sd/- 

11/4 


K.K.D.Doshi 

14/4. 

Spoken. 


* A i 




Sd/- H * L -Thapar 
, 14.4.67. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


nti/xsU >j >/57 


27th April, 67 


Subject** 



Dear Miraico, 


the Ministry of Hobo Affair# haw desired to 
have authentic iofansetirn tt to sfcethsr Botaji fubhash 
Chsndr© Br so hoi floflawfl a War Criminal or a Pristine? 
cf War hy Cnifcod Nation# War Orire# CenrlasloB* Mron 
the material available with tta Ministry of befanca, ee 
al#o tha Historical and tftT tivislcof cf Ministry, 

It ha# Bt t boon possible tc ascertain the correct position 
2. this question ha# orison cat of a letter 

addressed by a certain individual to the Ministry of Ecna 
Affairs. An extract free tha sans la reproduced beicw 
for year background inf omatlcn* 



■Xu this regard it 1# on considers* 
opinion tfest it would ho hotter if, in the 
first instance, a Corel ttse of eminent 
lodges and Grists In India ho appointed 
to go into all the aspects cf the ludgenoBt 
of the tntsrnriticnat Court which had 
declared note 31 as a war crininnl in Tcfeyo 
and suhrlt their oplnim tc the 6ewaror*rct 
for the decision <x the Panienont, if this 
Jttdser-sjt ahond he enforced on a ats^reign 
which ws# net a party to it at the 
tiro, nera •© When this jwdgesent Itself 
bad a dissentient note*. 

3* Wa shall ho grateful if ym could kindly sake 

discreet enquiries at year end sod let s# have wbatovo? 
Mfffiattdk yen base been eblo to gather in the c«tt»r 
at yrnr earliest convenience. 




& y»* y * ** u * 

■v^^i i-a_si3JS» , . ,_.Y\ U..1 

if. CH~j 4c^ M.. 





J.i. . Dixit, 
First secretary, 


-:o.o7t>~Fb/67* 


<5 ' <£ ■? §)iy 

^ V* T~~ 


Coni' idential 

EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 

TOKYO 


Dated the 5th l ay, 1967. 


/ 


Dear Ministry, 

Please refer to your letter ho.UlI/151(27)/67, 
dated the 27th April, 1967. 

2. :/e have made some preliminary inquiries with 

the Japanese Foreign Office and academic circles here 

^**1 I 

who have given a tentative confirmation that hetaji 
dubhash Chandra Bose was not ae dared a war criminal, 
rhe question of his being declared a prisoner of war 
does not arise because he was never captured by the 
allies. He died a little before Japan’s surrender. 

, ' Our conuacus in the Foreign Office have promised to give 

s ' J \ ' us definite information on the query raised by you in 
dtj” due course. Please consider tnis as an interim reply. 


JsS- 

fag*- 


* :f T'S 

■; 7nt. 


■g.eed.0-- 

c.r.d?- n ° "" 
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Ministry of external Affair^ 
hew Delhi. 



N*.HAG//_T/ />/&? 


5' 


Subj ect: 



$ - ji6'T > s'4< // ^ (r L^ 

YIDENTlAL * 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
THE HAGUE 

May 8, 1967. 

Neta.11 Subhash Chandra Base. 



Dear Ministry, 

Please refer to your letter N*.UII/151(27)/67, 
dated the 27th April, 1967. 


As Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is stated to have 
been tried by U.N. War Crimes Commission in Tokyo 
(and not by the International Court of Justice, The hague) , 
the required information is likely to be available either 
at New York or at Tokyo. However discreet enquiries 
were made at our end, but no information on the subject 
is available here. 


*2 




Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. C U ■ N . Km) 






ait**- 


[&#* s 


UII/151<27)/67 


4 th July, 


67 


Subjects Hetaji Subhash Chandra Bose - 

Declaration as Prisoner of War or 
War Criminal. 


Dear Mission, 

Please refer to thl3 Ministry's letter 
of even number dated 27.4.1967 on above subject. 

We should be grateful for an early reply. 


Tours ever 


The Permanent Mission of India, 
New York. 










f 


Ky C P«!) 




<r 






CONFIDENTIAL 


PERMANENT MISSION OF INDIA 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
3 EAST 64th STREET 
NEW YORK, N, Y. 10021 

August 10, 1967* 


Dear Ministry, 

Please refer to your letter No*UIl/151 (27) /67 dated 
the 4th July 1967 concerning Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose* The 
United Nations War Crimes Commission mentioned in your letter 
was an inter-allied body, set up by a Diplomatic Conference 
at the Foreign Office in London, in October 1943 before the 
present United Nations Organisation was born. It would appear 
that this Commission was set up primarily to investigate and 
record the evidence of war crimes identifying, if possible, 
the individuals responsible* It mainly investigated into the 
records of war crimes by the Germans and brought out certain 
lists of War Criminals from Germany. As regards the Far Efe.st, 
it would appear from a publication called "The History of the 
United Nations War Crimes Commission" (available in the U.N. 
Library), that it had a Sub-Commission at Chungking to 
investigate the war crimes committed by the Japanese against 
the Chinese. But, although the Australian Government in 
February 1946 proposed that the U.N. War Crimes Commission 
should investigate and prepare a final list of major Japanese 
WarCriminals on the basis of a list submitted by them, the 
Commission decided to send that list to the Allied Council in 
Tokyo as evidence relating to the charges cohtained in it was 
available in Tokyo and not in London. In any case the files 
and records of this Commission and its sub-commission at 
Chungking are hardly available now with the present United 
Nations Organisation and without an access to such files and 
records it would be difficult to say whether the name of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose ever figured in the considerations 
of this body. 

It is presumed that the reference to the judgement of 
1 the 1 International Court in Tokyo* in the extract given in 

paragraph 2 of your letter is a reference to the judgement of 
the International Military Tribunal of the Far Bast delivered 
on November 4, 1948. It may be pointed out that this Tribunal 
wadset up by a Proclamation issued on January 19, 1946 by the 
then Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers in the pacific- 
General IkcArthur. There does not appear to have been any 
direct connection between the work of the United Nations War 
Crimes Commission and the work of this Tribunal although the 
Chairman of the former visited Tokyo in April 1946, a couple 


Contd 


of months before the trial of tho Japanese 'JapCr ifenn al s commenced. 
From the judgement of the International Military Tribunal of the 
Far East it does not appear that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's 
name figured in the list of persons arraigned or tried before it. 

We regret that without access to the records and files 
of the United Nations War Crimes Commission set up in October 
1943 1 pot possible for us to offer any further definite 

information in reply to your querry. 



Ministry ofExtemal Affairs, 
(U.N. Division), 

New Delhi. 


m 






1 rX 

Un/151 ( 27) /67 
Sear Mission, 


4 



i ' ‘f * 


IjLL 4up5St > s'? 

• W* 

V'A' 


^ \'v. 

Please refer to your letter No* y 


t 


375-FS/67 date*! 5,6.67 regarding Ketaji 

Subhash Chandra Bos© ^declared as War Criminal. 

A 

We shall be grateful for further 

' 

information promised in the above quoted 

' ' : V • 

reference. > 

Yours ever ,\ v 




The Sfcbassy of India, 



* 








' 

i , ; 
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No.UII/151(27)/S7. 

Government; of India, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 


Confidential 


New Delhi, the>£ Sept. 1967# 


Dear Mission, 

Please refer to your letter No. 

* 

375-FS/67 dated S.5.67 regarding Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose being declared as War Criminal. 

Please expedite further information, 
if obtained, premised in your letter quoted above. 


The Snbassy of India, 
Tokva 



/■ V 





♦ * 


Confidential 


f* 

TJII/151(27)/67 25th Oct. 67. 


J fi*r 


+- f i-v 1 • > | 

v 

J* 


Dear Mission, 

Please refer to your letter No. 375-FS/67 
dated 5th May, 1967 and our reminders of even number 
dated 19th August, 1967 and 28th September, 1967 
respectively regarding Netajl Subhash Chandra Bose 
being declared as War Criminal. 

2. We shall be grateful for an early reply in 


the matter. 


The Embassy of India, 
Tokyo. 


>urs < 

ht- 


Yours ever 

k 

Si 





\ 




£* ) 


ffII/157(27)/67. 




>>. i\*c£ 


8th J an. , 


Dear Mission, 

Please refer to your letter No,375-PS/67 
dated 5.5.67 and our reminders of even number 
M .£.f dated 19.8.67, 28.9.67 and 25.10.67 regarding 
declaration of Netajl Subhash Chandra 3ose as 
war criminal. 

-^L 

2. We shall be grateful for a reply. 




Oil / 15 1( 27) /57 


7th March, 68. 


Dear Mission, 


£.yu> V- 



Please refer to jour letter No*275-fS/67 
dated 3*5.67 and our reminders of even number 
dated 19*8.67, 28.9.67, 25.10*67 and 8 . 1.68 , 
regarding declaration of Nefcaji Subash Chandra Bose a 
as War criminal* 

2* Please expedite a reply* 


'fours 97«r , 

r n 


Minis 


L 


The Emhoesy of India, 

Ik SSL- 




y u 




p 





CONFIDENTIAL 


N0:F.l(53)SS/64. 


£?Z- 





$>- jj 


EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 

19th March, 1968. ' ^ 




/W> . (0 


Dear Ministry, 

Please refer to your letter No.UIl/l51(27)67, 


dated 7th March, 1968, 

2, We had informed the Ministry (E.A, Division) on 

29th December, 1967, of the position. A copy of our letter 
N0.621-CP/67, dated 29th December, 1967, to Shri A.R.Deo, 
Deputy Secretary (EA), is enclosed for reacty reference. 





OL moia iii 

Tokyo ^.L 


Confidential 


December 29, 1967. 

\ 






Pleas* refer to my letter No,597-CP/67, 
dated the 8th December, 1967, 

2. We hare now received a formal reply frost the 

Galmusho stating that reoords of the International 
Military Xribianal for the r'ar uast do not contain any 
reference about the declaration of Netajl dufahas 
Chandra hose as a war criminal or prisoner of war 
by the Irlbunal, Copy of the Oaiausho's dote Verbal* 
Ho, 136/ASM, dated the 20th December, 1967, is enclosed. 

With kind regards, 


fours sincerely, 

yv- 

( J.C. AJmanl ) 

8hri A.M, Deo, 

Deputy Secretary (&A), 

K.£« A. , New Delhi, 



* 




f 




% 


\ 



Copy of Note Verbal# No. 136 /aSW, 
dated 20-12-67, from the Japanese 
For el gin Office, Tokyo, 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of India and, in reply to the 
enquiry mad# by the latter's Note Verbal#, No. 534-011^/67, 
dated October 16, 1967, concerning the late Mr. subhash 
Chandra Bose, has the honour to state as follows s 

1. As far as the records of the International 
Military Tribunal for the Far Bast (including indie tanents, 
writs of judgement, etc.) are concerned, no evidence is found 
supporting the alleged arrest, prosecution or conviction as 

a "War Criminal" of the late Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose by the said 
Tribunal* Nor exists any evidence supporting the pronouncement 
by the Tribunal of the late Mr. Chandra Bose as a "Prisoner 
of War". 

2. According to various information regarding the 
late Mr. Chandra Bose (including that from official documents 
as well as private publications), Mr. Bose was killed in an 
aircraft accident on August 18, 1945, upon his departure from 
the Taipei Airport, vhere he had stopped on his way from 
Saigon to Dairen (fallen) by a Japanese military aeroplane 
offered him through the good offices of the late General J* 

Ter au chi, supreme Commander of the then Japanese Expeditionary 
Forces, Southern regions. As it was not until September 11, 

1945, that the arrest of General H. To jo and other persons 
was started consequent upon indictment instituted against 
them by the Military Tribunal, it is inconceivable under the 
circumstances referred to above that Mr. Bose was pronounced 
as a "war criminal" by the said Tribunal. 


